
 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS – Commissioner’s Meeting – May 23, 2017 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:34 p.m. in the Auditorium of the Borough Hall.  The 

announcement of Public Meetings was read by the Borough Clerk.  After the Pledge of 

Allegiance Reverend James Dever, pastor of Christ the Kings Church of Haddonfield gave 

an invocation for the evening’s event.  

 

The Borough Clerk announced the results of the May 9, 2017 Municipal Election. The 

Honorable Lee Solomon, Associate Justice of the New Jersey Supreme Court then swore in 

Commissioner Moscatelli, who was attended by his wife.  His Honor then swore in 

Commissioner Kasko, who was attended by his wife and two younger sons.  Commissioner 

Kasko read the following remarks into the minutes: 

 

“Father Dever, 

Justice Solomon, 

Mayor Tarditi and Mayor Colombi, 

Commissioner Rochford and Commissioner Moscatelli, 

Family and Friends, 

Fellow Citizens of Haddonfield: 

 

Thank you for being here tonight and participating in our Board of 

Commissioners reorganization.  I am honored by your presence and grateful 

for your support. 

 

As some of you may know, I’ve had a passion for government and 

politics since I was a college undergraduate.  I even changed my major 

while at Purdue and studied Public Administration as a graduate student at 

Rutgers.  Since that time, I have worked in the federal, state, and local 

levels of government, and have been involved in many campaigns.  And I 

can sincerely say that the best people I have worked with, and the most 

rewarding work I have done, is at the local level right here in Haddonfield. 

 

The residents of this town continue to impress me with their 

knowledge, concern, advice, and involvement.  It’s part of what makes 

Haddonfield the best community, in my opinion, in which to live and raise a 

family.  No elected commissioner, especially me, can claim any 

achievement or any success without the help and participation of the 

residents we represent.  Many of them serve as appointed members of our 

municipal boards and committees, giving of their time and talent to make 

our municipal government run effectively.  We need to thank them. 

 

I am also indebted to the staff we employ in borough government – 

including those in our Police and Fire Departments, Public Works 

Department, Planning, Zoning, and Inspection offices, Administration and 

Clerk’s office, Tax and Finance Office, and Public Library.  Their dedication is 

essential and appreciated. 

 

My fellow commissioners are also worthy of our thanks for the time 

and effort they put in on behalf of all of us.  As a board, I believe we have 

worked well together.  We’ve had robust discussions, made good decisions, 

shown some flexibility, tried new approaches, and most importantly, got 

things done.  Our objectives are pretty similar:  providing quality municipal 

services, investing in public facilities, roads and infrastructure, finding savings 

and efficiencies for the taxpayers, completing the redevelopment of the 

Bancroft property, preserving historic buildings and architecture, and seeing 

downtown Haddonfield thrive.  We now have four more years to continue 

working together on these things and maintaining this government and this 

community – and I am looking forward to it. 

 

Finally, I want to publicly thank and ask us to acknowledge three 

exceptional, patient, understanding, selfless, beautiful, and forgiving 

women:  Neal’s wife, Laura, John’s wife, Beth, and my wife, Theresa.  

Without them, and without the support and understanding of our children, 

we would not be here serving as commissioners.  I sincerely say THANKS to 

each of you for helping us and supporting us in what we do. 

 



 

 

In closing, I want everyone to know that it has been a high honor 

and privilege for me to serve as commissioner and mayor of this great town.  

Thank you for the continued trust you place in me and in my fellow 

commissioners.  I hope we will not disappoint you and I pray, as always, that 

we will listen well, make good decisions, and move forward to get things 

done for the people of Haddonfield. 

 

Thank you.” 

 

Commissioner Moscatelli thanked his wife for her patience and support, as well as the 

support of the residents. 

 

Resolution 2017-05-23-091 was then announced, which authorized the appointment of the 

Mayor.  The Commissioners voted unanimously to approve the resolution.  Former Mayor 

Letitia Colombi then swore in Mayor Neal Rochford, who was attended by his wife and 

four of their children.  Mayor Rochford read the following remarks into the minutes: 

 

“Good evening and thank you John and Jeff for your thoughtful comments.  

It is an honor to be here and I am humbled tonight to serve as your 

Commissioner for the third time and your Mayor for the first time. 

 

I would like to take a minute to acknowledge Jeff Kasko for an amazing 

four years as Mayor.  Under your leadership we were able to accomplish 

the purchase of the Bancroft site, the selling of the aging water utility, the 

completion of the renovations of the library and a recommitment to a 

robust roads program to name a few highlights.  You did this while holding 

the line on local tax increases.  To your five boys and to your wife Terri you 

have a lot to be proud of…a heartfelt thank you! 

 

Working with John has been equally rewarding.  John is able to take 

complex issues and break them down to their logical solutions.  John was 

instrumental in the detail work that went in to the sale of water utility.  He is 

totally committed to better roads in Haddonfield and keeping Haddonfield 

infrastructure in top notch shape.   

 

I will be staying on with public safety.  Over the last four years I have had 

the honor to work with two new Chiefs, Ted Stuessy with the Police 

Department and Sam Trotman with the Fire Company.  Both professionals 

have done an outstanding work within their department with new ideas 

and new energy.  I look forward to another four years of accomplishments 

in these two public safety areas.  I would also like to acknowledge our first 

rate EMT’s and Auxiliary Police, as well as the Construction Office.  The three 

Commissioners are blessed with first rate borough staff, employees and 

boards.  Without their day-to-day efforts so much could not be 

accomplished. 

 

I would like to acknowledge that Haddonfield has five former Mayors that 

can be a resource:  Jeff Kasko, Tish Colombi, Gene Kain, Jack Tarditi and Bill 

Reynolds, as well as former Commissioner John Reisner.  Speaking of being 

blessed, the three of us are blessed with wives that make what we do for 

our residents possible:  Laura, Terri and Beth.  A shout out to my children 

Danielle, Brenden, Liam and Beth!  I would also like to thank my campaign 

for all the hours and leg you put in.” 

 

A formal roll call was taken now that the Commissioners had been worn it.  Mayor 

Rochford, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Kasko were present along with the 

Borough Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 

 

Commissioner Moscatelli made a motion to waive the reading of the minutes and 

approve them as posted for the May 9, 2017.  Commissioner Kasko seconded he motion, 

which was then approved unanimously by the Commissioners. 

 

Mayor Rochford announced that the proclamation for Gun Violence Awareness Day will 

be read on June 2nd at a ceremony that will be held in front of Borough Hall at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Ordinance 2017-07 was introduced for first reading, which amends Chapter 139 entitled 

Littering.  Commissioner Moscatelli explained that this is to address the issue of people 



 

 

disposing of whole bags of personal trash in the receptacles in the downtown area.  

Mayor Rochford announced that the Public Hearing will be held on this ordinance at the 

next regularly scheduled Commissioner Meeting of June 13, 2017.  As there were no 

questions asked at this time the Commissioners voted unanimously to approve the 

ordinance on first reading. 

 

Ordinance 2017-08 was then introduced for first reading, which amends Chapter 135 

entitled Land Development.  Commissioner Moscatelli briefly explained that this 

amendment is for those that have been required to provide a stormwater management 

plan for their properties.  There are State reporting requirements, which the Borough must 

follow with regards to those properties.  Mayor Rochford announced that the Public 

Hearing will be held on this ordinance at the next regularly scheduled Commissioner 

Meeting of June 13, 2017.  As there were no questions asked at this time the 

Commissioners voted unanimously to approve the ordinance on first reading. 

 

Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Kasko voted affirmatively to 

pass the following resolutions with no questions asked: 

 

2017-05-23-092 Authorization to Assign Departments 

2017-05-23-093 Authorization to Designate Deputy Mayor 

2017-05-23-094 Authorization to Determine Powers, Duties and Authority 

2017-05-23-095 Authorization to Schedule Borough Commissioner Meeting Dates 

2017-05-23-096 Authorization to Pay Vouchers 

2017-05-23-097 Authorization to Approve Appointments - Various 

2017-05-23-098 Authorization to Approve General Event Permit Applications - Various 

2017-05-23-099 Authorization to Approve Outdoor Eating Facility Permits - Various 

2017-05-23-100 Authorization to Approve Outdoor Marketing Graphic Display Permits - 

Various 

 

The fourth graders from Elizabeth Haddon School were asked to introduce themselves and 

ask any questions they may have.  Those in attendance were Liam Paterson, W. Euclid 

Avenue; Ryan Robbins, W. Euclid Avenue; Sophia Fikaris, Lane of Acres; Sam Fruza, 

Homestead Avenue; Willy Ross, S. Atlantic Avenue; Asher Fred, Kings Highway W.; Allie 

Kibikian, Chews Landing Road.  No questions were asked at this time. 

 

Mayor Rochford then opened the public comment portion of the meeting. 

 

Mary Fagan, Merion Avenue, thanked the Commissioners for serving the public.  She then 

asked when it was planned to have the polling districts moved out of the Elizabeth 

Haddon School, which is the only school remaining with districts still there.  The Borough 

Clerk replied that the County Board of Elections has turned down each of the possible 

places to move those districts to at this point, but the Borough is still working with them to 

find a new location.  Commissioner Kasko stated that he also has been talking with the 

Board of Elections and expressed his hope that these districts would be out of the school 

by the November election. 

 

Commissioner Kasko then noted that the Civic Association has returned to videoing the 

Board of Commissioner Meetings on a regular basis, which will be posted to their website 

for those who wish view them at a later time. 

 

Rich Hluchen, Redman Avenue, read the following statement into the minutes regarding 

the property known as Boxwood Hall: 

 



 

 

 
 

 
Mayor Rochford thanked Mr. Hluchen for his comments. 

 

Reverend Dever of Christ the King Church then provided the benediction. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:11 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Deanna Bennett, RMC 

Borough Clerk 


